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state that the Raja, to whom reference has been made by
the lady doctor, is not the only one who is afraid of sup-
porting kJiadi or showing ordinary courtesy to a public
servant like me. It is well, however that the Raja's boy-
cott of me has stimulated the gift. But I would like all
the sisters who may chance to see this note to realize that
it is not necessary to be able to emulate the fair donor to
have occasions like the one that set her athinking about
her duty to the starving millions. Surely it is easy enough
to realize that so long as there are millions of men and
women in the country starving for want of food because
of want of work, the sisters have no warrant for possessing
costly jewels for adorning their bodies or often for the mere
satisfaction of possessing them. As I have remarked before
now in these pages, if only the rich ladies of India will
discard their superfluities and be satisfied with such deco-
ration as khadi can give them, it is possible to finance
the whole of the khadi movement, not to take into con-
sideration the tremendous moral effect that such a step
on the part of the rich daughters of India will produce
upon the nation and particularly the starving masses.
Young India, 5-4-'28
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WOMEN AND JEWELLERY
I have seen a paragraph in a newspaper adversely
criticizing my appeal to the women for the gifts of jewel-
lery, and my auctioning things received as donations.
Indeed, I would like thousands of sisters who attend my
meetings to give me most, if not all, of the jewellery they
wear. In this country of semi-starvation of millions and
insufficient nutrition of practically eighty per cent of the
people, the wearing of jewellery is an offence to "the eye.
A woman in India has rarely any cash which she can call
her own. But the jewellery she wears does belong to her,
though even that she will not, dare not, give away, without